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Earth Day Dallas to present Texas premiere 
of Matt Briggs’ award-winning documentary, 
“DEEP GREEN” 

The inaugural Earth Day Dallas Festival, a not-for-profit organization led by environmentalist Trammell 

S. Crow and other community leaders, will present the Texas premiere of Matt Briggs‟ critically-acclaimed 

documentary, “Deep Green,” and its 

companion animated short, “The Krill is 

Gone,” as part of its 2011 celebration on 

April 22-23.  The award-winning feature 

will be showcased with Sebastian 

Copeland‟s “Into the Cold” and Irene 

Klaver‟s “The New Frontier: Sustainable 

Ranching In The American West.”  The 

event will also feature renowned speakers, 

Endangered Species Act co-author Pete 

McCloskey and National Resource 

Defense Council Executive Director Peter 

Lehner.  

  “I‟m excited to show „Deep 

Green,‟ because Matt is one of those fresh 

voices who has put together a beautiful 

film that is engaging, uplifting and filled 

with useful information about how we can 

change the way we collectively operate on 

Planet Earth before it‟s too late,” says Earth Day Dallas Artistic Director Robert Ganger.  “It is truly 

exciting to see documentaries emerge as a transformative art form.  Where else can you be moved, 

inspired, informed and entertained in under two hours?  Documentaries have become a primary voice of 

investigative journalism, and have taken it to an artful level where aesthetics and presentation are no 

longer an afterthought.” 

 Based on six years of intensive research, “Deep Green” travels to nine countries, including China, 

as Briggs and his international crew of award-winning cinematographers search out the best, most 



realistic and cost-effective solutions that can stop global warming, if we start now.  Among the film‟s 

unique highlights is rare new footage of China‟s green revolution—featuring the world‟s largest solar water 

heater, electric bike, and solar electric panel manufacturing facilities; high speed train lines under 

construction; massive wind farms in Mongolia; and other groundbreaking initiatives as the country 

rapidly surpasses the U.S.  in green technology expenditures.  In the U.S. we see how net zero 

communities can work with energy efficient living buildings, renewable electric transportation, and local 

food.  We travel to the greenest cities in the world in Sweden and Germany, see the fastest train in the 

world in France, and connect with the German and Spanish masterminds behind the giant renewable 

energy smart-grid master project DESERTEC, which will supply all of North Africa's power and  20% of 

Europe's in 20 years. The two million dollar production also features fresh insights by Lester Brown, 

Michael Pollan, Amory Lovins,  Dr. David Suzuki, and Natural Resources Defense Council‟s China 

Program Director Barbara Finamore.  Viewers not only learn how other nations and communities are 

facing the challenge, the film makes it easy to get involved by providing essential tips on how every 

individual can make a difference. 

  “Deep Green” and its companion animation, “The Krill is Gone,” were recently honored with the 

2010 Environmental Preservation Awards for feature and short subject by the Los Angeles and New York 

Artivist Film Festivals.  “Krill” was also named Best Short by the San Francisco Ocean Film Festival and 

Best Children‟s Programming by the Blue Ocean Film Festival.  Since debuting theatrically  last summer, 

“Deep Green‟s” upbeat message and compelling examples of the ingenuity and resourcefulness being 

devoted to the problem have played a key role in inspiring audiences at film festivals and other public 

events around the world to take action.  

Briggs‟ intense interest in human-caused global warming began long before “Deep Green” was 

conceived.  A pioneer of the wild mushroom industry in the U.S., founded in 1981, the entrepreneur-

turned-filmmaker had spent much of his time roaming the national forests between the Rockies and 

Pacific Ocean in search of elusive fresh fungi.  By the 1990s, he says, the encroaching effects of climate 

change were undeniable.   

In 1999, he attended the first of ten Bioneers conferences, and subsequently became active in 

politics.  While working with the members of one national campaign in 2005, Briggs lamented that the 

candidate didn‟t know enough about environmental issues,  so he offered to write a summary of the latest 

information that could help make good policy.  “I figured it would take a couple of weeks to draft,” he 

recounts with a laugh.  “It stretched to over a year.”  One book led to another, and before he knew it, 

Briggs had read some 400 tomes, thousands of articles, and attended over two dozen conferences.  The 

science behind it was so convincing that Briggs says it changed his life.  

At home, he set out to reduce his own carbon footprint by moth-balling his SUV for a high 

mileage hybrid car and giving his mid-century home the first of three major energy-efficient makeovers.  



The house was subsequently filmed by a local video crew for Al Gore‟s “Live Earth” concert event in 2007.  

It was while watching the 32 animations commissioned for the broadcast that Briggs had the epiphany 

that would eventually lead him to write, direct, produce and finance “Deep Green.”  “I thought, what a 

fantastic teaching tool.  I decided to make a short film about what one person can do to live lighter on the 

planet,” he says, adding with a laugh: “It started as a weekend shoot.”   

When “Deep Green” began principal photography in July 2007, “many of the solutions—such as 

the first solar thermal plants, hybrid electric cars, and living buildings—had not advanced beyond the 

concept stage, or were just being built while we were shooting the movie,” he says.  “We know that over 

75% of global warming is human-caused, and we know how to fix it.  Now, it‟s just a matter of getting the 

job done.  International treaties would be nice, and legislation is critical.  But it really comes down to what 

each community can do.”   

The Los Angeles Times has called the film a “template” for getting off fossil fuels.  The Oregonian 

was impressed that “there are a lot of global-warming/climate-change documentaries out there, the 

biggest of course being "An Inconvenient Truth"—and until now all have presented the same ratio of 

doomsday-scenarios vs. planet-saving-solutions: about nine to one. A necessary message, but an awfully 

depressing one at times. „Deep Green" flips this ratio, offering hope instead of despair. Matthew Briggs' 

assured, informative and aesthetically pleasing debut documentary goes all over the world to show the 

ingenious solutions being devised right now to get humanity off fossil-fuel consumption and reduce 

civilization's carbon footprint.” 

DVD’s of “Deep Green” are available at Amazon.com for $15.99 and through the film office for $12.99 each. 

Affordable public performance licenses are also available for community, public service, and educational screenings by 

calling (503) 635-4469 or emailing matt@deepgreenmovie.com.   

For more information about the film or this event, please visit, www.DeepGreenMovie.com and 

www.EarthDayDallas.org. 
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