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Texas, which doesn’t spring to mind as the land of tree huggers, is about to
host the largest Earth Day celebration in the world — right here at Fair Park
next weekend.
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Trammell S. Crow is tickled at the irony.

“We’re known for being polluted brown and Republican red, when in reality
there’s a lot of Mother Earth green,” Crow says.

In four years, Crow has transformed a tiny city-run street fair into Earth Day
Texas, a free two-day festival that will involve the entire Esplanade area of
the fairgrounds.

“Not counting the concerts or the street parties, our Earth Day is four times
larger than the next biggest,” Crow says, adding that he’ll be disappointed if
it draws fewer than 65,000 people.

They’ll come to see more than 800 exhibitor booths, live entertainment, and
art and photography exhibits. They can test electric bikes on a track and
attend home and gardening workshops, lectures and panel discussions.

New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco and Houston run neck-and-neck as the
second-largest Earth Days with 150 to 200 booths, 10,000 to 15,000
festivalgoers and not much in the way of educational offerings, Crow says.
“Those are Earth Day Lite. We’re Earth Day Heavy.”

Putting on the event costs $1.5 million, Crow says. Sponsors and booth rental
fees pay for a little less than half of that. He covers the rest.

Why? Because only his four children mean more to him than saving the
environment.

Crow has been a token hippie in Highland Park for most of his adult life.

“All of my children are excellent, hardworking, and they’ve inherited from
their father the regrettable trait of reverse snobbism,” he says, clearly finding
this anything but regrettable. “I’ve often called myself the crusader of lost
causes.”
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One of the first things people ask when his name comes up is whether he still
has his ponytail. His locks are now mostly white, and, yes, still tightly bound
in a rubber band.

He’s the fourth of six children of the real estate icon and Margaret Crow, who
died nine days ago. His name is differentiated from his father’s with an initial
S for the family name, Simonton. But he’s not a “junior” in more ways than
that.

A different Trammell

This Trammell once tried to turn Dallas into the Third Coast by building the
Studios at Las Colinas. It got off to a big start with the filming of Silkwood but
never quite lived up to his vision.

His money comes from the family business, Crow Holdings. But his older
brother Harlan handles all of his business activities. Nonprofits and political
action groups are the focus of his attention and the keeper of his heart, he
says.

He’s not part of the Dallas fete set, although he does go to private parties
where he sometimes likes to stir things up with liberal talk.

In the early ’70s, while working on his degree in economics at Yale, Crow used
the steam tunnels to get around campus during the bitter cold. While he was
underground, he took the opportunity to spray paint “ZPG” on the walls for
zero population growth.

The campus was largely anti-business in the ’70s, he says. He took over its
only business organization and brought in big-name speakers from New York
to great success, proving he could be an equal-opportunity counterculturalist.

In 1993, he left the family’s Trammell Crow Co. for a one-year sabbatical.
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But in the next three months, his wife, Barbara, decided to divorce him, his
longtime administrative assistant took a job in the Caribbean (she’s back
now) and his best friend was the victim of an ultimately fatal hit-and-run.

Crow went into a lengthy period of detached reality where he didn’t get out
much and worried what might befall him next.

“Everything was floaty, floaty,” Crow says, denying rumors that he got into
drugs. “This went on for five years. One day I said, ‘Whoops. I forgot to go
back to work.’”

Rather than going back to gainful employment, he has concentrated on liberal
causes and philanthropy.

Crow stopped giving to the Republican Party, targeting his dollars more
strategically.

For the last 20 years, he’s been one of the largest supporters of Log Cabin
Republicans, a gay and lesbian conservative political organization. He also
backs ConservAmerica (formerly Republicans for Environmental Protection)
and the Texas Equal Access Fund for reproductive choice.

“I’m trying to broaden the Republican Party in my own little way,” he says.
“Ninety-five percent of the time, I vote Republican. I study politics and I keep
thinking, ‘Oh, man, the Democrats are still wrong, just like they were last
year.’”

In 2006, Crow, along with Hotels.com founder Dave Litman and Container
Store founder Garrett Boone, created Texas Business for Clean Air. They
enlisted other business leaders and derailed TXU’s fast-track plans to build 11
coal-burning power plants.

Crow was stunned with the change of attitude among Texas’ usually
conservative business elite. “Green was suddenly politically correct,” he says.
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Move to Fair Park

In 2010, Crow was walking down the Champs-Élysées with two of his children
when his next big thing to save the environment popped to mind.

“I thought, ‘Earth Day!’ It was just like that,” he says, slapping his forehead.
“I thought, ‘It’s still Texas, but it’s come so far in the past few years. We
really could have an Earth Day as an exhibition with corporations.’”

He’d been to Dallas’ small EarthFest in downtown’s Pegasus Plaza, where he
found a few hundred people milling around two dozen or so cardboard tables.
He talked Mary Suhm, then Dallas city manager, into letting him take over
Earth Day, promising a major show even if he had to pay for it.

“Mary let us run with it,” he says. “The first year [held in the Dallas Arts
District], it went from 1,000 people to 48,000 and 250 booths. Oh, my God.
We did it in only four months. It should have taken 12. And we did throw
money at it. We’re still subsidizing it.”

Suhm was impressed with how sensitive Crow was as he explained his vision
to her city staffers who were worried that she had sold out to commercialism.

“He talked calmly, rationally, respectfully to them for 21/2 hours,” Suhm
says. “I knew he had more resources and reach and could do more than we
could ever do, but the way he handled that was wonderful.”

She’s not surprised by what Crow has accomplished. “When Trammell puts
his mind to do something, he does it.”

The second year, Crow moved Earth Day to Fair Park. Getting people there is
still his biggest challenge.

In November, Crow changed the name to Earth Day Texas and hired his close
friend, Michael Cain, as executive director.
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Cain, a founder of the Dallas International Film Festival and Deep Ellum Film
Festival, says Crow’s mission aligns well with his own efforts to help the city.

“Trammell is the godfather of my 1-year-old daughter, Athena,” Cain says.
“To have the largest Earth Day celebration based in Dallas, Texas, seemed like
a fun adventure to take on with a good friend. The only question was, could we
as friends work together.”

The answer?

“Absolutely.”

What does Cain like most about his new boss?

“Trammell’s hilarious,” Cain says. “And you have to admire his intelligence.
He reads voraciously. It’s difficult to work with him sometimes because he
sends so much information your way. I don’t think he sleeps. That’s all I can
figure out.”

BACKGROUND: Trammell Simonton Crow
Age: 62

Born: Dallas

Resides: Along Turtle Creek in Highland Park in a house built in 1919 on 7
acres with a creek

Education: Highland Park High School, 1970; bachelor’s degree in economics
from Yale University, 1974

Personal: Divorced after 16 years of marriage to Barbara Hunt Crow; two sons
and two daughters
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