
	  

EARTH	  DAY	  TEXAS	  ANNOUNCES	  THE	  CREATION	  OF	  EARTH	  TANK	  PRIZE	  
COMPETITION	  WITH	  THE	  DALLAS	  FESTIVAL	  OF	  IDEAS	  

	  
The	  world’s	  largest	  public	  green	  exhibition	  is	  working	  with	  civic	  thought	  leaders	  to	  

encourage	  environmental	  non-‐profit	  work	  in	  Texas	  
	  

DALLAS	  (Feb.	  16)	  –	  Earth	  Day	  Texas	  (EDTx)	  this	  weekend	  announced	  the	  creation	  of	  
Earth	  Tank	  Prize,	  an	  initiative	  of	  EDTx	  in	  concert	  with	  the	  Dallas	  Festival	  of	  Ideas	  (DFOI)	  
that	  will	  award	  a	  total	  of	  $25,000	  in	  prize	  money	  to	  three	  environmental	  non-‐profit	  
groups	  with	  important	  conservation	  and	  sustainability	  projects	  in	  Texas.	  	  
	  
Inspired	  by	  Mark	  Cuban’s	  popular	  show	  Shark	  Tank,	  the	  Earth	  Tank	  Prize	  will	  be	  a	  pitch-‐
style	  competition	  in	  which	  non-‐profits	  participating	  in	  Earth	  Day	  Texas	  2016	  will	  be	  able	  
to	  present	  their	  innovative	  ideas	  for	  conservation	  and	  environmental	  protection	  to	  a	  
selection	  committee.	  A	  panel	  of	  judges	  assembled	  by	  EDTx	  and	  DFOI	  will	  evaluate	  
projects	  based	  on	  their	  positive	  environmental	  impact	  as	  well	  as	  their	  related	  impact	  in	  
one	  or	  more	  of	  the	  following	  focus	  areas:	  education,	  health,	  literacy,	  downtown	  or	  
suburban	  jobs,	  and	  entrepreneurship.	  	  
	  
“We	  see	  this	  initiative	  as	  an	  excellent	  opportunity	  to	  further	  our	  mission	  of	  advancing	  
environmental	  thought	  by	  connecting	  our	  environment	  to	  visionary	  conversations,”	  
explained	  EDTx	  CEO,	  Jerry	  Hess.	  “We	  expect	  to	  see	  great	  ideas	  and	  outcomes	  from	  this	  
competition	  and	  are	  very	  excited	  to	  work	  alongside	  the	  Dallas	  Festival	  of	  Ideas	  to	  
highlight	  the	  importance	  of	  environmental	  quality	  in	  shaping	  the	  future	  of	  our	  cities	  in	  
Texas	  and	  throughout	  the	  country.”	  	  
	  
The	  new	  prize	  also	  provides	  an	  avenue	  to	  continue	  the	  innovative	  conversations	  sparked	  
by	  the	  Dallas	  Festival	  of	  Ideas	  this	  week.	  “We	  are	  thrilled	  that	  the	  Earth	  Tank	  Prize	  will	  
launch	  at	  the	  Dallas	  Festival	  of	  Ideas	  this	  weekend,”	  said	  Emily	  Hargrove,	  director	  of	  the	  
Dallas	  Festival	  of	  Ideas.	  “Our	  festival	  is	  committed	  to	  forging	  partnerships	  that	  inspire	  
ideas	  that	  lead	  to	  sustainable	  action.	  Collaborating	  with	  Earth	  Day	  Texas	  in	  this	  way	  is	  a	  
perfect	  example	  of	  this	  commitment,	  and	  we	  look	  forward	  to	  watching	  the	  ideas	  unfold	  
in	  the	  next	  two	  months.”	  
	  
	  
How	  It	  Works	  
	  
Registered	  exhibitors	  for	  EDTx	  2016	  may	  submit	  a	  proposal	  for	  consideration	  by	  a	  panel	  
of	  judges	  assembled	  by	  EDTx	  and	  DFOI.	  The	  panel	  of	  judges	  will	  be	  comprised	  of	  an	  
expert	  from	  each	  of	  DFOI’s	  five	  panel	  areas	  (Educated	  City,	  Healthy	  City,	  Literary	  City,	  
Physical	  City,	  and	  Entrepreneurial	  City)	  and	  leaders	  from	  national	  environmental	  non-‐
profit	  organizations.	  The	  judges	  will	  look	  for	  projects	  that	  have	  a	  positive	  environmental	  
impact	  on	  cities	  with	  a	  related	  positive	  impact	  on	  one	  or	  more	  of	  the	  following	  focus	  
areas:	  education,	  health,	  literacy,	  downtown	  or	  suburban	  jobs,	  and	  entrepreneurship.	  	  



A	  total	  of	  $25,000	  in	  cash	  prizes	  will	  be	  awarded	  to	  the	  winning	  exhibitor	  from	  the	  three	  
environmental	  non-‐profit	  exhibitor	  groups	  at	  EDTx.	  Prior	  to	  EDTx	  2016,	  the	  pool	  of	  
applications	  will	  be	  vetted	  and	  reduced	  to	  three	  finalists	  from	  each	  exhibitor	  group.	  
Three	  finalists	  from	  each	  category	  will	  each	  have	  fifteen	  minutes	  to	  present	  their	  
proposal	  in	  front	  of	  the	  panel	  of	  judges	  on	  Sunday,	  April	  24,	  2016.	  All	  finalist	  
presentations	  will	  be	  filmed	  and	  hosted	  on	  the	  EDTx	  website.	  Awardees	  will	  be	  followed	  
throughout	  the	  year	  with	  updates	  on	  their	  progress	  hosted	  on	  the	  EDTx	  website.	  	  

Submission	  Guidelines	  

Environmental	  non-‐profit	  groups	  that	  are	  registered	  to	  exhibit	  at	  EDTx	  2016	  and	  are	  
seeking	  funding	  for	  new	  or	  existing	  initiatives	  in	  Texas	  may	  submit	  proposals.	  The	  
deadline	  for	  submission	  is	  March	  25,	  2016.	  	  

Important	  Deadlines	  

• Submissions	  will	  be	  accepted	  via	  e-‐mail	  at	  earthtank@earthdaytx.org.	  
• Finalists	  will	  be	  posted	  on	  the	  EDTx	  website	  on	  April	  4,	  2016.	  	  	  
• Awardees	  will	  be	  selected	  and	  announced	  at	  Earth	  Day	  Texas	  on	  April	  24,	  2016.	  

Please	  go	  to	  earthdaytx.org/earthtank	  for	  more	  information	  and	  a	  complete	  list	  of	  the	  
submission	  guidelines.	  	  

###	  
About	  Dallas	  Festival	  of	  Ideas	  	  
The	  Dallas	  Festival	  of	  Ideas	  is	  a	  two-‐day	  event	  in	  February	  at	  Fair	  Park	  that	  helps	  shape	  
the	  city	  of	  the	  future	  by	  igniting,	  uniting,	  and	  energizing	  the	  people	  of	  Dallas	  through	  
the	  power	  of	  ideas.	  There	  are	  thought-‐provoking	  programs,	  interactive	  discussions,	  live	  
music,	  visual	  art	  and	  stage	  performances	  for	  all	  ages,	  all	  walks	  of	  life,	  and	  all	  citizens.	  
The	  festival	  generates	  ideas	  to	  create	  vibrant	  life	  in	  a	  vibrant	  city.	  	  
	  
About	  Earth	  Day	  Texas	  	  
Each	  April,	  Earth	  Day	  Texas	  hosts	  the	  world’s	  largest	  public	  exhibition	  devoted	  to	  
environmental	  stewardship,	  where	  attendees	  come	  together	  for	  breakthrough	  hope	  
and	  discovery	  about	  how	  best	  to	  achieve	  a	  world	  of	  sustainable	  balance.	  The	  event	  is	  a	  
platform	  that	  brings	  businesses,	  environmental	  organizations,	  academic	  institutions,	  
and	  government	  agencies	  together	  to	  positively	  inspire	  people	  to	  think,	  live,	  and	  work	  
sustainably.	  By	  providing	  enlightening	  talks,	  unique	  exhibits,	  and	  interactive	  workshops,	  
EDTx	  catalyzes	  meaningful	  conversations	  that	  will	  shape	  a	  sustainable	  future.	  Earth	  Day	  
Texas	  2016	  will	  be	  held	  at	  Fair	  Park	  in	  Dallas,	  Texas	  on	  April	  22-‐24,	  2016.	  	  
	  



Sponsors	  for	  Earth	  Day	  Texas	  include	  Air	  Liquide	  Advanced	  Technologies,	  ONCOR,	  and	  
Dallas	  Rapid	  Area	  Transit	  (DART)	  (Steward	  Level)	  and	  BNSF	  Railway	  Company	  
(Advocate	  Level).	  All	  sponsors	  will	  exhibit	  and	  share	  their	  green	  stories	  at	  Earth	  Day	  
Texas	  2016.	  
	  
	  
Media	  Contact:	  	  
	  
Alejandra	  Iraheta	  
LDWWgroup	  
Alejandra@ldwwgroup.com	  
972-‐793-‐2234	  


